
 
 

South West Branch Plymouth Rally – 14th to 16th August 2024 

 

The South West rally to Plymouth was held between the 14th and 16th of August 2024.  It has 
been a tradition to hold this event at the same time as the National Firework Competition, so 
that members can take advantage of the firework spectacular as well and meeting other 
members and gather for meals and joint events.  Discount rates were negotiated for the mooring 
at Plymouth Yacht Haven.  This year the rally formally began with a pontoon party arranged by 
Susan and Brett Whitby-Smith.  Some 35 members had signed up for the rally, although some 
only attended on the Thursday.  However, the pontoon party was well attended, and Susan and 
Brett did a superb job in providing food, drinks and a congenial atmosphere. 

After the Pontoon party, 28 of us went up to the Bridge Restaurant, located at Plymouth Yacht 
Haven, where we sat down to a two or three course meal in a dedicated dining area that 

overlooked the 
harbour from which 
we could watch the 
fireworks from the 
veranda.  The Bridge 
Restaurant did a 
superb job in 
serving the meals, 
some members 
having two courses 
and others three. 

Some members, who were living on their boats in other Plymouth marinas, and in hotels, had to 
leave before the end of the final display, but were able to watch it from the ferry dock so they 
missed nothing. 

In previous years, a tour of a local attraction had been arranged, and last year we were escorted 
by Alex Whatley around the Plymouth University Marine Department where we saw the wave 
tanks and were able to drive ship simulators.  For this year it was suggested that as there is a lot 

to see in Plymouth members would like to select 
their own tours, so no organised tour was 
arranged.  Some of us went to the Mayflower 
Museum, which was most interesting and very 
well done.  The weather on the Thursday was not 
conducive to a trip to Mt. Edgecombe, but other 
indoor attractions were open and used.  Next 
year we will be arranging a tour. 
 
On the Thursday evening we had arranged a 
dinner at the Ocean View at the Dome restaurant, 
and were given the best tables in town where we 



could watch the fireworks to the end.  Twenty-five members 
attended this dinner and it was well received by all.  We were 
able to keep the tables for the entire evening, so members were 
able to view the entire three displays from the comfort of the 
restaurant.  This was fortunate as the weather on the Thursday 
evening was poor, with rain and overcast skies, but this did not 
stop the show.  The winner of the six displays, three on the 
Wednesday and three on the Thursday was the first one on the 
Thursday, and there was agreement withing the group that this 
was well deserved.  The picture opposite is a view of the 
competition, but taken through glass the reflections detract the 
quality, although from the seats it was clear.  

Typical of this summer, the weather leading up to the rally was not great, with F4-6 winds and 
gusts up to F6-7, so one boat had to turn back.  However, the crew travelled to the event by road. 
Overall, everyone appeared to enjoy the event and encouraged us to hold venues for next year. 

If anyone has any suggestions for next year’s events, please contact me.  

 

Paul A. Kennedy 
MOA SW Branch Treasurer and Organiser 
sw.treasurer@moodyowners.org  


